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40 YEARS OF ART AND DESIGN

Dutch artist Joost Swarte is showcasing a substantial 
selection of more than 200 thought-provoking and  
inspiring drawings: 40 years of creation! 

AN IMPORTANT ENCOUNTER

At the time when Christian de Portzamparc was dream-
ing up the design for the Hergé Museum, an encounter 
between the French architect and Joost Swarte would 
prove to be a pivotal event. A multi-talented artist and 
designer, Swarte also coined the expression ‘clear line’, 
which is used to refer to the style of cartooning epito-
mised by Hergé. A comic strip author, Joost Swarte  
recently illustrated the cover for the May 2010 special  
issue of The New Yorker, the latest of many contribu-
tions he has made to this bastion of American culture.  
The illustrator is also accomplished at design, creating 
such diverse works as furniture and stained glass windows.  
It is not surprising that Fanny Rodwell chose Joost Swarte 
to design the exhibition layout at the Hergé Museum. 

A SPECIAL LOCATION 

Besides the eight permanent galleries, the Hergé Museum 
boasts a dedicated space for temporary exhibitions. Fol-
lowing the Making of and Chang – Hergé exhibitions, the 
Museum is proud to host an exhibition by Joost Swarte: 
it is certainly the perfect location for such an event.  
Visitors to the Museum already have the opportunity to 
find out all kinds of interesting and little-known facts about  
Hergé, and to discover unknown dimensions to the artist’s  
prolific career. The Joost Swarte exhibition provides the 
same level of fascinating insight into the work of the 
famous Dutch artist and graphic designer, who is also 
something of an unknown quantity in the French-speak-
ing world. While Swarte’s talent is fully recognised in the 
Netherlands, the USA and other countries, it is high time 
that the French-speaking public witness the astonishing 
creativity of this artist whose work extends far beyond 
his career as a comic strip author. The 40 Years of Art and 
Design exhibition is a wonderful exposé of art located 
squarely within the tradition pioneered by Hergé.

MAKE A VISIT

Opened on 22 May 2010, Hergé’s birthday, the Joost 
Swarte exhibition 40 Years of Art and Design is accessible 
to the public from 23 May 2010 during the Museum’s  
normal opening times: from 10.30 am to 5.30 pm, Tuesday 
to Sunday. The Hergé Museum is closed on Mondays. 
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THE ARTIST

Joost Swarte was born in Heemstede (Holland) on 24  
December 1947. Fascinated by painting from his teenage 
years, Swarte made regular visits to the studios of realist 
artist Roelof Klein. Klein taught the aspiring draughtsman 
to ‘know how to look, how to use the eyes.’ Joost Swarte was 
fifteen years old. He went on to study industrial design at 
the Academie Industrïele Vormgeving d’Eindhoven, on a 
course that skilfully balanced instruction in both technical 
and artistic topics. He learned various printing methods, 
colour theory and carpentry. His education would stand 
him in good stead for the future, and he would come to 
draw on his training for much of his work. 

While he was studying Swarte worked on his first comic 
strips and was published from as early as 1970. From 
1971 he worked for the popular magazine Tante Leny 
Presenteert. By the end of the 1970s he was regularly 
illustrating covers and supplements for Vrij Nederland 
and was also working for the Belgian magazine Humo. 
In 1980 Joost Swarte took part in the Angoulême comic 
strip festival for the first time, which brought him inter-
national renown.

Today, while he is known above all as a cartoonist and 
writer, Swarte is also very active in the field of graphic 
design and has created numerous CD sleeves and many 
posters, often for jazz concerts. He also designs stained 
glass windows, many of which can be seen decorating 
swimming pools and other public buildings. In 2004 he 
created an enormous stained-glass window of 100m2 

for the Arnhem court in the Netherlands. 

Besides this aspect of his work, Joost Swarte is adept at 
diverse forms of design and has created furniture based 
on his artwork, such as his famous carrot-table. In 1996 
he submitted plans for a new theatre, De Toneelschuur, to 
be built in his hometown of Haarlem. The theatre opened 
in 2003. Another of the designer’s architectural achieve-
ments is the public library – the Alphabet Hotel – situated 
within the environment of a large hotel in Holland. 

Joost Swarte has created diverse works of art on a 
wide variety of supports including stamps, sculptures,  
calendars, bookplates and logos. Being one of the most 
passionate promoters of comic strips in the world, he 
co-founded Oog & Blik publishers – specialising in 
comic strips and art – in Amsterdam. A multi-talented 
individual, Joost Swarte is an artist firmly anchored in 
his era: his universe is made up of urban landscapes, 
machines and community interaction. 

Rhythm, movement and colour suffuse everything he 
creates and his drawings spring from his adherence to 
the ‘clear line’ style, the artistic technique pioneered by 
Hergé. Joost Swarte was therefore in the perfect posi-
tion to design the interior layout of the Museum, and to 
work on the presentation of its exhibitions. 

The present exhibition pays homage to an original 
and important artist, one of the eminent figures in the 
world of comic strips who continues to have a major 
influence on many young, talented individuals who are 
just starting out on their careers.  



A DEFINITION OF ‘CLEAR LINE’

In 1976 the Rotterdam Arts Foundation organised an 
important exhibition celebrating the work of Hergé. 
Joost Swarte participated in the event. He entitled his 
contribution to the exhibition De Klare Lijn, La Ligne 
Claire [the Clear Line], a term which succinctly describes 
the characteristics of Hergé’s art.

The expression has come into mainstream use, defining 
drawing with a black outline of relatively regular thick-
ness. All colours used are uniform, without shading or 
blending, and the technique generally prohibits the 
use of hatching. 

The storyline described by the pictures flows as tidily as 
the draughtsmanship – a clear beginning, middle and 
ending – and is set to a highly realistic background. 

The origins of the genre can be traced back to cartoon-
ists Benjamin Rabier (Gédéon, Mistigri) and Alain Saint-
Ogan (Zig et Puce) in France, and to Geo MacManus 
(Bringing up Father) in the United States: three artists 
whom Hergé acknowledged as profound influences on 
his early years as a cartoonist. 

The Clear Line School boasts a wide variety of talented 
artists such as Jacques Martin (Alix, Lefranc) and Bob De 
Moor (Barelli), both of whom worked at Studios Hergé 
for many years. Other noteworthy illustrators include 
Willy Vandersteen (Spike and Suzy), Joost Swarte, Ever 
Meulen, Ted Benoît and Yves Chaland, to list only the 
most well known. 

Further information can be found at  
www.tintin.com  
www.museeherge.com

Press information :  
www.tintinpressclub.com 

Contact : 
Marcel Wilmet : 0495 53 35 48 
Alain De Kuyssche : 0472 71 30 98

©
 J

oo
st

 S
w

ar
te



The Hergé Museum would like to thank Jacques Glénat and Paul Herman for their invaluable assistance.

To mark the 40 Years of Art and Design exhibition Éditions Glénat 
have published a retrospective catalogue of Joost Swarte’s work, in French. 

Leporello is for sale in the Hergé Museum shop.

This book is available at the Musée Hergé Bookshop. 


